The Heart of San Francisco’s
Nihonmachi (Japantown)

Japanese American Businesses at Post & Buchanan Streets
1910, 1940, 1950, 1970, and 2000
Maps by Ben Pease

These maps are part of a set of maps I have drawn of Japanese
American businesses districts in San Francisco and other
cities showing how they have changed over time.

Buildings are based on Sanborn Insurance Map Co. maps of
1910, 1929, 1951, and 1987, from microfilm at the San
Francisco Public Library History Room. I redrew the maps
and copied buildings forward and backward to match what
existed at the featured dates, based on directory and historic
photo evidence. Buildings may or may not be accurate for
the dates shown.

Japanese American business and institution names are from
old directories published by newspapers such as the Hokkubei
Mainichi, Nichibei Times, Japanese American News, and
others. They are provided courtesy of Mr. Seizo Oka, curator
of the Japanese American History Archives (JAHA) in San
Francisco. Maps also build on a set of maps at JAHA created
in 1990 by the Japantown Arts & Media Worshop (JAM).

Map ©1998-2018 by Ben Pease.

I have created similar maps for 24 historic Japantowns in
California, including the wider San Francisco Japantown area,
San Jose, Los Angeles, San Luis Obispo, Marysville, and more.
thanks in part to a 2006 California Civil Liberties Public

Education Project, at www.japantownatlas.com

— Ben Pease
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The Heart of San Francisco’s Nihonmachi in 1910
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There were also a dozen or more Nikkei businesses and hotels on the south side of Geary in 1910
including Hosada Bros. Grocery, Benkyo-do Manju-ya, and Uoki K. Sakai Grocery
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Returning Nikkei businesses were scattered as far south as Fulton St. after WWII
but gradually condensed back to Post and Buchanan, by the late ‘50s.
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The Heart of San Francisco’s Nihonmachi in 1970

SS99 S
PR InEENIN BN IN] S
Go e W& =

1§°SvL1
6ELEL]

1823 1817 1815 1813- 1811 1807 180/ SUTTER

1815A 1813A

L1641
S6/1
$8/1
€81
€LL1
1441
§9L1
941
65L1

2

oLl

Dwelling

9z

(3274
9.1

Sujemg
Sujjemg
Suyemg

IS1YD Ul pos Jo
y2ny> wappsniaf

6€L1

Buemg
(upoBury UD>LLfY)

3
3 <
I
= E
3 E d Restaurant
%
N N q 2 Flats
=] 5 — HEMLOCK
3 — 1 1
S =T ent D"’e”'"f Block 686
- Ct :
gl@ = an S Dwelling <
33 N > en Fountain| ~ =
gs o A I~ ®
[ 75 B = H 4 S
Mount Pilgrim Qx I g§ I Z 5 % -
s | z 1611.5
Missionary §_ 3 : 38 * E] = .
| Baptist Church ) | =g 171309 _ 5 oY o s
3 %l (African American) 2 a S o0 3 [e) 1609.5
T | | 1707 S 2 e a
= g I3 28 s 8 a S ar
FES | I3, & ! ! S 5% R Sz g 1600
EDYS 'RI | | & §2 88 3 1607
3T g 8 [ 170301 3 ) §§ 3 1605
oo £ 3 Nishiki | = I s
Cocktail —
Lounge ~———— N - = = == e = = — sl
- - _ _ 1760 1746 | 1700A - = S o = - > S sl z 3 ™
5 3 3 3 S 1734 1732 1716 1700 s s s @ 28 J %% RS g % 2 8 8IR 8 8 B
= < - § LN 3 > S < ® S also: Kinmon Camera Club ()
9 @ Sowan Kagoshima Kenjin-Kai
AT R reseeemepea (oo POST 0 japanese Cultural R Nikkelin e S
= Redevelopment Area A-1 (1959-2001) 37;73: (l:“er’l,fer Shinsei Band <
yako Mal
= (National Braemar Corp.) 1625 1601

Japanese
Miyako Hotel Consulate
Entry Court General

Thai Thai Boutique
(Ist Floor)

Japan Golden Carp Co.
(Ist Floor)

oy PEACE | !

E.%",,% PLAZA i Omi’s Bonsai Plants
' ! (Ist Floor)

85 '

fs

1507 DZD|d 3D3d 77

-

KINOKUNIYA BUILDING
Kinokuniya Bookstore

1968 Businesses Shown in Kintetsu Mall
MIYAKO MALL 1970 BUSINESSES

R RGnECEE e TR R

n I
1 ' 1l
Gallery Do i Hi . | '
Shinjuku Bar NEW 1970 BUSINESSES: ' IStOLIC 1 AkiTravel Service Pinocchio Children’s Shop [ Corporate Ownership |
Tomiko Bar Gallery Kabukiya . . I Bonsai by Kay Rovere Bridge Club !
Osaka-ya Restaurant Ohij 'z Ktail l ' | Ginza Barber SF Federal Savings & Loan .
House of Pillows nja ociktall Lounge | ' Ginza Bazaar Showa Travel Service '
Kiosk Corp. of America zl.agamMCyclo::Massage ' | Ichiban Shop Sino Jewelry |
Kikkoman International o's::; P, e‘::r‘l"Di °'fa'( atsun) . ' Edoya T. Okamoto Insurance GEARY EXPRESSWAY !
Naris Cosmetics TY El Isplay ' | Jakima Palace of Cards ~ Thai Thai Boutique |
Crocker National Bank okyo Electronics . i\ U-N-OTrading Co. Zen Hair Styles '
O-Cha-Ya ! : g el istori '
' ! Kabuki Cocktail Lounge  Jim’s Drugs Historic north edge of Geary Street i
o 4 - - - - PaperTree Stationery Sakuraya Restarant -----------c-c-mmcm e e e cmmmeeeeeao- '
Kyo’s Jewelry ©2003 Ben Pease

WWW.peasepress.com




» The Heart of San Francisco’s Nihonmachi in 2000
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